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Centralised  production  
  
Nuclear energy & Fossil fuels 
 
Inefficient system 
 
Passive consumers 

What is the energy transition? 
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Voluntary and Open Membership 

Democratic Member Control 

Economic Participation through Direct Ownership 

Autonomy and Independence 

Education, Training and Information 

Cooperation among Cooperatives 

Concern for Community 

What is A REScoop ? 
REScoop is short for renewable energy cooperative, and refers to a business model 
where citizens jointly own and participate in renewable energy or energy efficiency 
projects. 

Definition and Principles 
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A REScoop is a Renewable Energy Source Cooperative, it is an organisation based in the principles:

Voluntary and Open Membership
Democratic Member Control – 1 member one vote
Economic Participation through Direct Ownership
Autonomy and Independence
Education, Training and Information
Cooperation among Cooperatives
Concern for Community

REScoops today are having multiple activities, from producing energy to supplying it, aggregating, storing and doing energy efficiency and Electrical mobility. The REScoops are part of all the aspects of the energy system.

If there is one message that I need to talk to you about today, it is this : the citizens throught the cooperative can take ownership and responsability of all the aspects of the energy system. They are reliable partners and responsible actors, respectfull of their communities and the environement. If the right policies are put in place.

Let me illustrate that



 
 
 
 

 
 

How does it work? 
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• REScoops foster social acceptance for RES and EE 
• REScoops keep the RES investment affordable 
• REScoops benefit the local community 
• REScoops keep money in the local community 

Why choose a REScoop ? 
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In 2015 it was, 
1,250 REScoops 
650,000 Engaged 
citizens 
2 billion euros of 
investment 
950 million euros of 
Turn-over 
1,100 persons 
employed 

   
   

What is REScoop.eu ? 
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REScoop.EU, Toolkit for 
Starters 

How to engage your 
stakeholders ? 
How to finance your projects ? 
Best Practices Reports 
 
www.pv-financing.eu 
www.citynvest.eu 

 
 

Where to find support ? 
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Success Stories 
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Sifnos Island Coopertive 
The Energy Island 

Sifnos transition plan 
2 625 citizens 
5.6 million euro/year in 2013 spent in fossil 
fuel 
Objective fossil free by 2050 
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Avedøre Fjernwarme 
 

The solar house 
 
Official year of establishment : 1984 
Members 6 - (housing estates with tenants’/ 
members’ democracy)  
Renewable Energy Source(s) : Solar Thermal 
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The project was started by the housing estate Store Hus and Avedøre Fjernvarme with the goal to demonstrate an innovative project at the 2009 UN summit in Copenhagen. The idea was to create an integrated system using most of the surface of the building as possible. They would place solar thermal on top of the building combined with exploiting solar energy (PV) from the glazed balconies. The project was going to be the first solar thermal system on Denmark’s biggest single- standing building on the roof 45 m. high. With eyes of the world on Copenhagen for the UN summit, the cooperative wanted to demonstrate the potential of integrating renewables in district heating in housing areas – cities – using the 5th façade of a building – the roof. 

In addition it brought renewables closer to the tenants and residents in housing areas and really makes them part in renewable projects on a local scale. In a short time, the REScoop managed to get all stakeholders involved. The cooperative members decided unanimously to go ahead with the project. The housing estate and the tenants also decided positively on the project. And the municipality, which had to give planning consent based on public hearings, managed to approve the project within 5 months. The REScoop created the right conditions for all stakeholders to participate. Store Hus is a typical Danish social housing estate with low income residents. A small rent increase could have stopped the project. The UN summit helped create awareness and enthusiasm so the housing estate and the municipality were willing to cooperate. According to Steen Jorgenson: “The solar thermal project in the housing estate Store Hus has changed the image of the estate. Before it was known as the ‘Big House’ – now it is converted into the ‘Solar House’. The Avedøre Fjernvarme financed the solar thermal installation on top of the building. This installation complements the district heating system. To place this installation they paid for renting the roof for 25 years from the housing estate under the condition that the rent was earmarked for the PV installation. The housing estate financed the large PV installation on the South façade of the building at the same time as the solar thermal installation was installed. 



Electrical Car sharing 

REScoop Mobility 
 
1 app developed by a network of REScoops 
10 cars 
300 members 
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Start with a cooperative continu with a network



Brixton Energie 
Power to, for and by the people! 

Repowering London Country United 
Kingdom Renewable Energy Source(s) Solar/ 
Energy Savings 
 
Official year of establishment 2011 
Members 170 
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Ecopower 
Samen investeren in hernieuwbare energie 
The WiseGRID project 
 
Install a community microgrid in Ghent 
Perform Aggregation tasks and storage 
management 
Enable the citizens to act as a VPP and 
provide services to the grid 
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Grid Management

Key Figures Ecopower
50,000 members 
50M euro invested in RES production installations
20 wind - 320 solar - 3 hydro – 1 biomass – 1 pellets




Som Energia 
La Cooperativa de Energia Verde 

Generation KWh 
 
Construction of a solar farm (3MW), a wind 
mill (7MW) and a mini-hydo plant 
ROI in green KWs using collective auto 
consumption laws 
Total investment 5 Million euros 
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Innovative Financing

Creation 2010

23 500 members
25 000 contracts
First of its kind in Spain




A look at a possible future 



Thank you for your attention 

stan.herbemont@rescoop.eu 
Stanislas d’Herbemont 
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